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Vol. 3, No.8 May 20, 1954THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL
Before The Bar ...
This is the concluding article in a series
of excerpts from a speech delivered be-
fore the "Law OfficeManagement" forum
sponsored by the George Washington
University Law School.
Establishing Retainer Fees
By Theodore G. Rich
Bellwoar and Rich
Philadelphia, Pa,
Personally, I believe that it is im-
portant for an attorney to build up re-
tainers, both as a means of cementing
his relationship with the client who is
free to call him at will and in order to
assure the office of a regular income for
application against the also regular ex-
penses of rent, salaries, supplies and
equipment. Interestingly enough, most
clients want to pay for service and they
easily acquire the habit of constancy of
payment. Many attorneys fail to realize
that even a small businessman or the
widow with small holdings, each of them
can be placed on a modest retainer.
Let us consider the case of a man who
has been referred to your office for the
purpose of obtaining a divorce or mak-
ing a property settlement as the defend-
ant in a divorce action. The minimum
Bar Association fee bill charge is $200.00
but you would be justified in charging
him $350.00 or $400.00 in view of the
amount of work involved in that matter.
However, if you do so it might be a one
time fee matter. Perhaps, it would be
beneficial to suggest to him that as his
tax returns and business holdings must
be reviewed, it would be well for him to
place you on a $100 or $200 annual re-
tainer in which event you would only
make a minimum fee charge. Mind you,
it is not intended that a retainer for a
year should be charged in lieu of the
fee for a divorce as a device for making
Uncle Sam pay part of the client's per-
sonal expense. It is merely an opportu-
nity to do your client a favor by keeping
the allowable charge for the divorce to
the basic minimum because of the fact
that he will become a regular client.
While the attorney might sacrifice part
(Continued on page 2)
Robert C. Byrd
Representative Byrd
Attends Night Session
By George Elias, Jr.
One evening last Spring term, while in
the Law Library, a young man came to
the table where I was working and sat
down across from me. I glanced at him,
and he said, "Hello." After acknowledg-
ing his greeting, I proceeded with my
lessons. Suddenly I realized there was
something familiar about him, but was
unable to determine what it was. Deciding
to venture a guess, I inquired his name
and residence. My suspicions were cor-
rect and pleasing. I was seated across
the table from my Congressman, Robert
C. Byrd of West Virginia.
Learning that he was attending eve-
ning law classes at George Washington,
and feeling that, the rarity of the situa-
tion was worthy of comment, I suggested
an article for the Amicus Curiae. Be-
cause he preferred to remain unknown,
permission was refused; however, after a
year of persuasion, but with considerable
reluctance, Rep. Byrd acceded to my re-
quest.
Robert C. Byrd was born in North
Carolina on January 15, 1918. During
his first year. the family moved to a
mining community in West Virginia,
(Continued on page 4)
Gorder Named Review
Editor; Clary Tahhed
For Associate Editor
Charles F. Gorder and Matthew A.
Clary, Jr., have been named Student
Editor in Chief and Associate Editor
respectively, of the George Washington
Law Review for the school year 1954-55.
Both men are attending the Law School
under the Navy program, Gorder holding
the rank of Lieutenant and Clary that of
Captain in the Marine Corps. They will
succeed Alex Kerr and Walter Meginniss
who have served in these positions this
year.
A native of Oakes, North Dakota,
Gorder has led his class in scholarship
since he entered the Law School. He was
graduated in the Class of 1947 from the
Naval Academy, and now resides in Falls
Church, Virginia, with his wife, Bonnie,
and son, Charles, Jr.
Clary entered the Marine Corps in
March, 1942, and did his undergraduate
work at Southern Methodist University
and the University of Maryland. Now
living in Falls Church, Virginia, he is
originally from Mt. Pleasant, Texas. He
has a wife, Mary, and one son, Matthew
III. He was the winner of the 1954
Law Review Competition.
Edward F. Bennett Captures
Top Prize in Essay Contest
Edward F. Bennett, first year day
student, has been announced winner of
the Legal Ethics Essay Contest spon-
sored by Phi Alpha Delta Fraternity.
Mr. Bennett's essay, which resulted in the
$50.00 winner's award, was considered by
a board of judges consisting of Dean
Mayo, Edward O. Ansell, and Merton G.
Henry.
The subject of the essay, as suggested
by Dean Fey, dealt with the ethical con-
siderations involved in the application of
the conflict of interests rule to attorneys
in the government service. Next fall the
Amicus Curiae will reprint the essay.
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The President's Corner
By Ed Ansell
Successful execution of an affirmative
Student Bar Program, to be professional-
l~ enriching in nature, requires an op-
timum of long range planning. I am
happy to report that your Board of Gov-
ernors has taken concrete steps in that
direction.
Patent Committee Chairman Bud
Branning announces that the first SBA
Summer Professional meeting will be held
at 8:00 P.M. June 29, in Lisner Lounge.
The subject to be discussed will be the
forthcoming Agent's Examination to be
held in August by the U.S. Patent' Office.
This function will be co-sponsored by the
American Patent Law Association. Bud
is very ably assisted by Fred Braun
Ronnie Mayes and Lloyd Knight. I ex~
pect the Patent Committee to be one of
the most active and well-received of all
SBA Committees.
Gene Ebert announces that the Sum-
me~ Picnic will be held on Sat., June 26,
or In the event of serious rain, July 10.
It is to be a family type affair and those
~tu~ents with families are particularly
invited to bring them. A highlight of the
picnic will be the annual student-faculty
softball game. Other recreational facili-
ties will be available.
Mel Goodweather, chairman of the Pro-
gram Committee, asked me to announce
the tentative schedule of events for the
coming year, other than those mentioned
above. Because of the success of the re-
cent farewell party for Professors Jones
and Cunningham, it has been decided to
throw an all-school beer party at the
Kappa Sigma fraternity house rathskeller
on Friday, August 6. Tentative dates of
other events:
Oct. 1. All School Smoker. Professional
meeting with Speaker.
Oct. 8. Court Tour.
Oct. 13. Motion Pictures-Room 10.
Oct. 29. SBA Professional Meeting.
Nov. 3. Court Tour.
Nov. 13. Law Day ... Case Club finals
four nationally prominent speakers:
luncheon, fraternity receptions, Law
School dance.
Dec. 1. Motion Pictures-Room 10.
Dec. 9. SBA Professional Meeting.
Feb. 10. SBA Professional Meeting.
Feb. 23. Court Tour.
March 10. SBA Professional Meeting.
March 23. Motion Pictures-Room 10.
April 4. SBA Professional Meeting.
April 27. Motion Pictures-Room 10.
. April 30. Law School picnic (May 7,
in case of rain) .
Just a reminder that the minutes of
QUI' most recent Board of Governors
meeting are always posted on the SBA
Before The Bar
(Continued from page 1)
of his fee at the outset, the annual re-
tainer habit will develop fees far greater
in total amount.
There is no one today, whether he is
a man with a little grocery store, or a
small manufacturer, or a taproom owner,
or a tradesman, who does not require
information and advice relating to the
many government regulations already
issued. Taxes being so large and vivid
a part of one's business operation, and
legal fees being a legitimate deduction
for tax purposes, the small retainer is
more readily procurable these days than
heretofore. The average merchant likes
to know that he can bother his lawyer
without the feeling that he is asking for
free advice.
Doctors and widows, too, are a potent
source of retainers. Your friend in the
insurance business refers a doctor to you.
The doctor desires a will, "just a few
lines"-so he says. He is surprised to
learn that you intend to establish trusts
to protect his children if the doctor and
his wife perish in a common accident and
in so doing you have two pages of powers
for the executors and trustees. Then, too,
you will review his insurance policies in
order to dovetail the settlement options
with his estate plan. "By the way," says
the doctor, "would you mind writing a
few letters to delinquent patients
and also look over this City Gross Re-
ceipts tax form I just received." It is
not difficult, with that opening, to sug-
gest to the doctor, that he,too, ought to
place the office on a retainer of $100
annually. If you only draw the will, you
hesitate to charge very much because you
hope that some day you will be attorney
Bulletin Board for a reasonable length
of time. Bettye Neal, our Secretary, does
an excellent job of note-taking and the
minutes you see posted are authentic.
Perusal of them will give you an excellent
working knowledge of what is going on in
your SBA.
Fred Hunziker has been appointed
chairman of a committee to study the
possibility of publishing a Law School'
Annual, similar to that presently pub-
lished by the Medical School.
Ronnie Mayes advises that he has a
complete program worked out for Fresh-
man Orientation next Fall, and that it is
possible that there will be a Freshman
Orientation program this summer during
the first six-week period. In closing, just
a word of thanks to Deans Fey and Mayo
for all the time and advice that they have
so graciously given to your Board of
Governors.
for the estate but you have no hesitation
in accepting an annual retainer.
It is amazing the number of problems
about which one can call an attorney
when there is no restriction nor restraint
in so doing-and many of those problems
develop into additional fees, particularly
the problems of employees of the client
or of members of his family.
I mentioned widows as a source of re-
tainers. Almost every attorney has a few
widows who telephone him constantly
with such questions as, "Am I entitled to
the 1570 rent increase on my 15th Street
house," or "Do I list worthless stocks in
my personal property return," or "My
broker thinks I should reinvest that
$1,000 capital distribution from American
Power & Light in Standard Gas & Elec-
tric. What do you think?" The attorney
answers the question, the widow often
asks how much she owes, and the attor-
ney generally replies that there is no
charge. Yet the good lady has used his
time and his brains, a lawyer's main as-
sets, and is well able to make a payment.
I have found that most such widows are
pleased to be placed on an annual re-
tainer.
My advice is to try to turn the new
one time business client into an annual
retainer client. Some attorneys think
that the arrangement might not be finan-
cially worthwhile. However, if suitable
records are kept and if the attorney ex-
plains at the outset that if the retainer
is not commensurate with the amount of
legal service, an increase will be sug-
gested, there should be no difficulty in
making upward adjustments, particularly
if payments are established on a quarter-
ly basis. By the same token, the attor-
ney should be fair enough to reduce a
retainer if experience shows that the
client is not calling upon him for serv-
ices sufficient in amount or' importance to
warrant the charge.
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Newell W. Ellison
He saw what he wanted to do, and he
did it. It may well be that that is the
mark of a successful man. Success, how-
ever, did not come easily to Newell W.
Ellison, senior partner of Covington and
Burling law firm, for he was handicapped
at an early age by the death of both par-
ents. His rise to the top in one of the
largest law firms in the country was
marked by industry and perseverance,
both of which had been well-evidenced
in working his way through college and
law school.
Starting college at the University of
Chattanooga, Mr. Ellison later moved to
Washington, D.C. where he got a job in
the State Department, and, in 1917,
started in the George Washington Uni-
versity Law School. Externally it was not
a very impressive law school in those
days; Mr. Ellison recalls that, when he
started, classes were held in rented space
in the Masonic Temple at Thirteenth and
New York Avenue. By the time he gradu-
ated in 1921, the Law School had moved
over near Fifteenth and K Streets. Itwas
a big step forward when GW's Law School
occupied its present location, Stockton
Hall.
Before graduation, Mr. Ellison found
an opening in Covington and Burling,
where he stayed on after passing the bar
and began working his way to the top.
In 1926 he was promoted to a full part-
nership. In his legal career, Mr. Ellison
has concentrated mostly on corporation
law with an emphasis upon FTC and
tax work. He is a director of the New
Jersey Zinc Company and of the Union
Trust Company of the District of Colum-
bia. In addition to his other work, Mr.
Ellison also engages in trade association
business on accasion.
As an active alumnus, Mr. Ellison has
been watching with interest the steady
growth of the Law School, and was
pleased recently to accept the National
Chairmanship of the Law Center Cam-
paign Organization (Amicus Curiae, De-
cember 9, 1953). When asked how soon
he expected the Law Center would be
finished, Mr. Ellison indicated that there
-are a lot of difficulties to overcome in
such a project, but that he will be very
disappointed, if the Law Center is not
in full-scale construction within four
years.
Because he believes that a lawyer owes
something to his community, Mr. Ellison
has long been active in civic endeavors.
Until recently he was chairman of the
ABA's Committee on the Law Library in
the Library of Congress. Lately, how-
ever, much of his time has been spent
as a member and chairman of the Com-
mittee on Juvenile Crime, set up by the
Council on Law Enforcement of the Dis-
trict of Columbia.
When asked what advice he would give
to a beginning lawyer, Mr. Ellison as-
serted that there is no substitute for hard
work. To be really successful, he believes,
an attorney must not only know his own
case thoroughly, but he must know his
opponent's case even better than oppos-
ing counsel does. A lawyer must fight
hard for his client's rights, but should
bear in mind that he is, first of all, an
officer of the court, and secondly an ad-
vocate of his client's cause. Mr. Ellison
pointed out that there is a great tempta-
tion to show the court what the law is
not, but that it is a grievous mistake not
to be completely frank with the court.
"Lawyers" Win Intra-
Mural Sailing; Place
Fourth in Softball
On April 21, "smooth-sailing" Skippers
Joe Creasy and Tom Wohlgemuth of the
Law School won the University Intra-
mural sailing meet by taking both first
and second place in every event. In other
intra-mural activity this Spring, the
Law School softball team tied for fourth
place in its league by splitting its four
double-headers, winning the first and
losing the second each time and finishing
with a 4-4 record. Participating in soft-
ball were Wendell Crockett, Hugh Shafer,
Russ Carlisle, Fred Braun, Frank Muller,
Jay Ruoff, Jeff Keith, Bob Wasson, Pete
Walker, Fernando Acevedo, Joe Stone,
Bud Drake, and Ed Fenwick, who proved
himself to be a very heavy hitter. Other
participants invoked the Fifth Amend-
ment and refused to give their names.
Plans are under way for increased
law school participation in University
intra-mural activities. Touch football,
ping-pong, and possibly tennis will be the
first events in the Fall. Pete Walker,
chairman of the Intra-mural Activities
Committee of the SBA, expresses the
hope that the Law School will enter at
least two teams in each of the major
sports. By way of comment he states, "In
view of the Law School enrollment (over
900), we certainly should be able to get a
large turn-out for the various sports
next year."
Shown obove is Chief Justice Earl Warren at the recent Phi Delta Phi Banquet. To the left is Bill
Sennett, President of Georgetown's Scott Inn, and on the for right is the President of George Wash·
ington's Marshall Inn, Russell Carlisle.
Page 4 AMICUS CURIAE
Congressman Byrd
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where his father was employed in the
mines. Following subsequent removals
to other mining communities the family
settled in Mercer County, where Robert
began his schooling. Sometime later, aft-
er the family had moved to Stotesbury,
West Virginia, he attended and was
graduated from Mark Twain High School
in 1934.
Graduating from school during the de-
pression years, he found it necessary to
seek employment in order to aid his par-
ents. He was first employed in a service
station, and then worked as a meat cut-
ter for twelve years in various mining
communities.
He married at the age of eighteen and
is, today, the father of two daughters,
ages 16 and 13. During the sixteen years
following his graduation, Rep. Byrd con-
sistently strived to further his education.
Economic factors precluded his attend-
ing college, and he was forced to content
himself with correspondence courses at
night. In the meantime, he had worked
as a welder in Baltimore, Md., and
Tampa, F'la., shipyards. Always inter-
ested in politics, he decided to venture out
into the field, and was elected to the
West Virginia House of Delegates in
1946. Beginning his legislative service in
the state capital at Charleston, he de-
cided to continue his education by at-
tending Morris Harvey College. During
his legislative career, and subsequent to
his study at Morris Harvey, he attended
Beckley, Marshall, and Concord Colleges.
Del. Byrd was re-elected to the House
in 1948, and in 1950, was elected to the
West Virginia Senate. He resigned from
this office in 1952, after being elected to
the U.S. House of Representatives.
A day in CongoByrd's office is begun by
a staff meeting during which a portion of
the Holy Scriptures is read, new vocabu-
lary words are studied, and routine of-
fice matters are discussed. He is a mem-
ber of the Agricultural Committee, but
hopes eventually to become a member of
the Appropr-iations, Foreign Relations,
and Ways and Means Committees. Aside
from the routine matters, Congo Byrd's
attendance in roll calls during the first
session of the 83rd Congress was 96%,
one of the highest among the whole mem-
bership, and this year his attendance is
currently 98%.
Congo Byrd's hobbies are few. Besides
being an accomplished violinist, he likes
to commit poetry and Scripture passages
to memory. He enjoys reading history
and literature, but his favorite literary
works are the Bible, Plutarch's Lives,
and Shakespeare. Most of all he en-
joys his work, and, of course, he enjoys
Fraternity News
Delta Theta Phi
On April 23, at the Shoreham Hotel,
DTP initiated the following students
into Wilson chapter: Robert Broad, Jr.,
Blackwell Dial, Paul W. Garrett, Harold
L. Jackson, William Luck, WilHam D.
Perry, H. George Schweitzer, and Hugh
M. Shafer, Jr.
On June 6, a tea will be held in honor
of the graduating seniors of Delta 'I'heta
Phi.
A picnic is planned the first session of
summer achool, and the annual "Lohnes
Outing" is also planned during the sum-
mer session.
Kappa Beta Pi
The newly elected officers for 1954-55
are: Elsie Brown Silverman, Dean; Pa-
tricia Frohman, Associate Dean; Stella
Buyarowicz, Corresponding Registrar;
Della McKnew, Recording Registrar;
Ann Bradshaw, Chancellor; Lucy Hen-
son, Marshal; and Bertha Ross, Quar-
terly Correspondent.
Nu Beta Epsilon
On May 16, the annual banquet and
installation of officers was held at the
Roger Smith Hotel. The guest speaker
was Col. C. Robert Bard, prosecuting at-
torney in the Dickenson case.
Newly elected officers are: Gene Ebert,
Chancellor; Harry Shain, Vice Chan-
cellor; AI Kornhauser, Exchequer; Ernie
Shalowitz, and Neal Levin, Scribes; and
Aaron Riskin, Marshal.
Phi Alpha Delta
The United States Court of Military
Appeals was the scene of the initiation of
new members into Phi Alpha Delta fra-
ternity on Saturday, May 1, 1954. The
ceremonies were 'conducted jointly by the
Jay Chapter of George Washington and
the Taft Chapter of Georgetown.
The following students were initiated
at that time: Fernando Acevedo, James
studying law because, as he says, "this
will make me a more capable Congress-
man, a more able servant of my people,
and a better citizen."
Congo Byrd has found a special place
for the Holy Bible in his legislative work.
When confronted by a problem, he refers
to the Bible. In this respect Byrd said,
"America became great because our fore-
fathers were men of faith. The Bible
was their guiding light. They hesitated
not at all to place their trust in a higher
power . . . Our land became a great
nation because of this faith in a God who
governs in the destinies of all nations."
H. Bastian, Jack Bonney, David Bouck,
John S. Brookbank, Lester T. Brown,
Frank H. Butterfield, Robert L. Doan,
John F. Dominguez, William J. Driscoll,
Richard Dyer, William David Huddle,
Frederick J. Hunziker, Thomas H. Jones,
John' E. Lahey, Lawrence E. Laubscher,
Joseph M. Lane, Charles A. Marlow,
Ronnie Mayes, Henry M. Moore, Law-
rence M. Murphy, Ralph C. Nash, Jr.,
Richard M. Richmond, and Francis D.
Thomas. Mr. Joseph D. Bulman, Class
of '31, a prominent local attorney, was
inducted into Jay Chapter as an honor-
ary initiate at the same ceremony.
The formal installation was followed
by b cocktail party and banquet in honor
of the new members at the Kennedy-War-
ren Hotel. Seated on the dais were Rep.
Jamie Witten of Mississippi, a brother
in Phi Alpha Delta and guest speaker
for the evening; Judge Joseph Jackson,
formerly of the United States Court of
Customs and Patent Appeals; Deans Ben-
son and Mayo, and Bill Roberson, District
Justice of Phi Alpha Delta.
At the business meeting held on Friday
night, May 7, at the Kappa Sigma House,
officers for the fall semester were elected.
They are: Bob Wallick, Justice; Hal
Goodman, Vice-Justice; Arthur (Bud)
Branning, Clerk; Garland Thompson,
Treasurer; and John Ewell, Marshal. Bill
Archbold was named Rush Chairman at
this meeting.
Phi Delta Phi
John Marshall Inn of Phi Delta Phi
concluded its activities for the 1953-54
school year with its annual Joint Initia-
tion Banquet held in conjunction with
Scott Inn of Georgetown University and
the Barrister Inn of the District of Co-
lumbia. The affair was held at the Shera-
ton-Park Hotel on May 7. The two hon-
orary initiates of Marshall Inn, in addi-
tion to twenty regular initiates, were the
Hon. Sam Rayburn, Democratic leader
in the House of Representatives, and
Dwight L. McCormack, prominent attor-
ney and extremely active alumnus of
Dallas, Texas. Scott Inn initiated the
Hon. Wilbur K. Miller of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the District of Columbia.
Prominent alumni members of Phi
Delta Phi present included: Judge James
R. Kirkland, who acted as Toastmaster;
Judge Chas, F. McLaughlin, Chief Jus-
tice Earl Warren, Associate Justice Sher-
man Minton, Assistant Attorney General
Stanley Barnes, Congressman Joe L.
Evins (D. Tenn.) and Wayne Aspinall
(R. Ohio).
Incoming officers Russell Carlisle, John
Collins, Fred Farris, and John Vaughn
are planning two rush functions and a
picnic for this summer and a full pro-
gram for next year.
